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Wearing a leather jacket 
with a flipped-up collar, 
white T-shirt and devil-
may-care attitude, he 

was the personification of cool. The 
Fairmount Historical Museum honors 
former Grant County resident James 
Dean this weekend in a three-day event.

The 37th annual James Dean Festival 
will take place today through Sunday in 
Fairmount, Ind. Depending on weather, 
the town of less than 3,000 people can 
be transformed into bustling crowds of 
over 30,000, said Gale Hikade, president 

of the museum.
One of the festival’s main attractions 

is the World Famous James Dean Look-
Alike Contest at 9 p.m. Saturday. The 
other main event is the Annual James 
Dean Run which takes place all weekend 
and consists of a car show, muffler rev-
ving contest and a Parade of Neon. Each 

year, visitors drive their classic cars to 
the festival from as far away as Texas, 
Arizona, Florida, Canada and Massa-
chusetts for this event.

James Dean was born in 1931 in Mar-
ion, grew up in Fairmount and gradu-
ated from Fairmount High School. He 
was discovered as an actor after he left 
Grant County to attend college in Cali-
fornia. He starred in the movies “East 
of Eden,” “Rebel Without a Cause” and 

“Giant.” After a fatal car accident on Sept. 
30, 1955, Dean, 24, was laid to rest in 
Fairmount.

Events for this weekend are stretched 
across town, with most centering on 
the Fairmount museum. The James 
Dean Run will be located at Playacres 
Park located a half mile from the main 
event on the corner of Tyler Street and 
Sycamore Street.

“Dream as if you’ll live forever. Live 
as if you’ll die today,” James Dean said.

This carefree attitude fuels the James 
Dean Festival Events. Music will be 
one of the dominating features of the 
weekend at both sites, with 50s and 
60s music pumped through speakers 
around the park, DJ booths and local 
bands performing such as Terry Lee & 
the Rockaboogie Band (8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Friday).

The famous cartoon cat Garfield will 
also be honored with the children’s 
walk/run event, The Garfield 22nd Great 
Race, which begins 9 a.m. Saturday.

“(The festival) fuels what the museum 

“(The festival) fuels what 
the museum needs 

to keep going . . . The      
museum itself could 
not exist if it wasn’t 
for James Dean and         
Garfield the cat . . . .”
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Onlookers check out classic cars at the 2010 Ducktail Run.
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When C.J. McAbee-Reher lived in Atlanta, Ga., she 
bought most of her daughter’s clothes at consignment 
sales.

“But they looked like new, and we got them at bargain 
prices,” McAbee-Reher said.

After her family moved to Marion, Ind., in June 2005, 
she hosted her first consignment sale in her garage a 
year later, calling consignment finds, “better than rum-
mage, cheaper than retail.”

Six years and many volunteers later, McAbee-Reher’s 
sales have expanded from her garage to the Grant 
County 4-H Fairgrounds at 1403 Indiana 18.

She calls it Kidsignments, and students and support-
ers of all ages can volunteer or donate to the Kidsign-
ments sale 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Friday and Saturday at the 
Fairgrounds.

“(Kidsignments) is good for the people consigning, the 
people buying and the earth because we’re recycling,” 
McAbee-Reher said. “It’s a lot of hard work, but we try 
to have as much fun as we can while we’re doing it.”

Volunteers began organizing and straightening items 
yesterday. During the sale, 
they are helping with 
checkout and carrying 
items to customers’ cars. 
They will also be sorting 
leftover clothes when the 
sale ends tomorrow after-
noon.

“It’s a very relaxed atmo-
sphere,” McAbee-Reher 
said.

Volunteers who con-
signed at least 20 items or 
volunteered for six hours 
were eligible to shop at the 
exclusive pre-sale, which 
took place yesterday.

C h r i st a  Ja c k s o n  o f 
Jonesboro began volunteering with Kidsignments five 
years ago to trade in her children’s outgrown clothes 
and earn pre-sale privileges.

Jackson has a 4-year-old and a 5-year-old, and she 
says buying consigned children’s clothes saves her from 
buying new clothes each time her children hit a growth 
spurt.

“We get good use out of the clothes, turn around and 
sell them right back,” Jackson said.

During the sale, Jackson helps McAbee-Reher keep 
clothes organized and checkout customers.

McAbee-Reher says the thrill of Kidsignments is see-
ing which items shoppers pick and helping them get 
good deals.

“The best part of the weekend for me is when someone 
picks up a huge pile of clothes and says, ‘I got all of this 
for $80. I’ve done all of my winter shopping,’” McAbee-
Reher said.
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“We get good use out of the clothes, turn 
around and sell them right back.”

A CITY-WIDE GARAGE SALE

ForecastWeekly Weather Facts
- 9 out of 10 lightning bolts strike land rather than oceans.
- Between evaporation and falling as precipitation, a droplet of water may travel thousands of miles.

Today In History
1906 - Major hurricane Pensacola/Mobile was strongest hurricane to strike the Pensacola area since 
the 1736 storm.
1936 - 21.3 inches of snow falls at Denver CO during a 60 hour storm.
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The annual Ducktail Run Car Show 
is this weekend at Beaner Linn 
Park in Gas City. The event started 
yesterday and runs all day today, 
tomorrow and Sunday. Spectators 

can come and go for free to see nearly 3,000 
cars on display.

“Cars will be 1972 or older,” said event orga-
nizer Mike Salter. “We have a few of what we 
call radical customs, which would be a little 
newer than that, but not very much.”

The weekend will hold a plethora of contests, 
and prizes will be awarded to many cars on 
display.  

According to Salter, there are 33 classes of 
cars and three first place categories within 
those classes. There will also be 10 specialty 
awards as well as a frame contest Saturday 
night with six or eight prizes. Other contests 
include a neon contest, an idle drag contest 
and best car name, among more.

Winners in each category receive a plaque 
that has the Ducktail Run T-shirt logo on it.

Participants for the weekend are rolling in 
from across North America.

“We have people from all over the United 
States and Canada. There are four or five states 
that we don’t get cars from. We get them from 
California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Flor-
ida, every state in the south . . . ,”  Salter said.

Last year, cars came from 42 states and 
Canada.

“They started lining up to get into the show 
last Tuesday, and the show doesn’t start until 
this Thursday,” Salter said Tuesday.

Spectators come and go throughout the 
entirety of the weekend — day and night.

“We have people who sleep in their cars at 
night, or who have tents,” Salter said. “The 
park is always open, they come and go as they 
please.”

Salter said the event’s activities begin at 

about 6 a.m. and end around 10 p.m. 
Salter estimates the most popular nights are 

Friday and Saturday, which host roughly 10,000 
to 20,000 people.

The swap meet, called Jerry’s Junkyard, 
invites people to bring car parts to sell. Salter 
added that some people clean out their garages 
and bring parts to sell, while others do it for 
a living. 

“It’s probably one of the largest (swap meets) 
in Indiana,” Salter said.

There will be food and drink vendors for the 
spectators to enjoy during the event.

“You name it, you can get it,” Salter said. “We 
have about 15 different vendors, and they all 
sell different stuff. Anything you can expect.”

Ducktail Run Attracts Classic Cars

James Dean: 81 Years Old 
and Still Cool
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In-Depth Coverage:
To volunteer with Kidsignments, visit the website 
at marionconsignments.com, or call C.J. McAbee-
Reher at 765-664-0451 for more information.

Taking time to honor the king of cool, Fairmount 
prepares for the 37th annual James Dean Festival

Kidsignments looks to provide cheap 
kids’ supplies to Grant County

In-Depth Coverage:
For more information go to: 
ducktailrun.com

James Dean starred in the 1955 film 
“Rebel Without a Cause.”

needs to keep going.” Hikade said. “The 
museum itself could not exist if it wasn’t 
for James Dean and Garfield the cat . . . .”

The festival is free except for parking 
and food. Shuttles are available from 
uptown Fairmount to the festivities at 
the park. 

To learn more about this 
event and see a schedule of 

events, go to 
jamesdeanartifacts.com.


